


Chapter 39 


Ordeal of Fire V 





The Saga of 
Tanya the Evil 
Chapter: 3 ) 








DEFEND THE 
EVACUATING 
CIVILIANS 
WITH HEAT- 
RESISTANCE 
FPORMULASI! 


THESE HEAT 


> TOLERATE! 


THE UPORAFTS 
CAUSED BY 
DEPLOY HEAT- : Ladeoedeard 
RESISTANCE TWISTING LIKE 
5 TORNADOES... .!! 


LEAD THE FORMULASI! 
CIVILIANS 


THE WAVES 
OF HEAT 
RADIATING 
OFF THEM ARE 




























































OVEREXERT 
YOURSELF. 


FOR HEALING 
FORMULAS, 


YOU WOULD 
V | HAVE BEEN 


. KILLED. 











THIS IS 
HARD FOR 
ME TO SAY. 















WE UNDERSTAND 
THERE'S A VERY 
GOOD CHANCE THAT 
THE OPERATION 
THE IMPERIAL 
ARMY CARRIED OUT 
VIOLATES THE 
LAW OF WAR. 





YOU CAN 


LEAVE IT TO 
COMMONWEALTH 
INTELLIGENCE. 


WE CAN 
EXPOSE THE 
EMPIRE'S 
BARBARISM... 














COLONEL 
VIANTO, 
I AM AWARE 
THERE MUST BE 
waMIGHT We CONFIDENTIALITY 
BORROW YOUR ISSUES, BUT... 
COMPUTATION 
ORB? 


CAN IN ARENE. 
BE USED 
TO CREATE 
PROPAGANDA 
THAT MAY 
PROVE FATAL 
TO THE 
EMPIRE. 


USING THE 
RECORDINGS 
ON YOUR 
COMPUTATION 
ORB, BOTH 


























SADLY, IT 
DOESN'T SEEM 
LIKE IT WILL 


5 EASY 
COLONEL yas 


VIANTO WAS 
TELLING THE 
TRUTH. 


MIGHT BE 
A STROKE 
OF LUCK. 





AS FOR 
THE SIGNAL 
RECORDS... 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
LEFT. 


Imperial 
Army... 


/ 
ae Roleaso ae 
unaffiliated 
members of 
the general 
population 


This is the | 


THE ORB 
ine 
I CAN'T 
IMAGINE = PETC 
THE BaTTLe WASIV 
IT MUST of 
HAVE BEEN 
THROUGH... 


THERE IS 
AUDIO... 
+ AND 
SOME 
UNSTABLE 
VIDEO, 
BUT... 


. With a 
message for 
the Frangoisian 
soldiers hiding 
out in Arene. 





.n article 26, 

paragraph 3, 

of the Rules 
of War on 


HANG THE 
SUPPORTERS 
OF THE 
sHoor EMPIRE!! 
THE 
IMPERIAL 


We 
demand 
the release 
of imperial 
citizens 
according 


FUCK OFFI! 
WE'LL RESIST 
THE EMPIRE TO 
THE LAST MAN 

STANDING!! 














HEARD A 
DECLARATION 
STATING 
CIVILIANS 
HAD BEEN 
WW EVACUATED... 


+ THE 
IMPERIAL 
PRISONERS 

ERE 









THE 
EMPIRE 


+ CARRIED 
OUT THAT 
MASSACRE 










oe WITHOUT 
VIOLATING 
A SINGLE 

LAW... 









FROM ANTI- 
IMPERIAL 
PROPAGANDA |—_ 


COLONEL +e THIS ONLY 
VIANTO WAS A) JUSTIFIES 


TELLING THE I) WHAT THEY 

THE TRUTH. DID. 

COMPUTATION 
ORB WAS 
ALREADY 

BEYOND 

SAVING. 




























...BUT 
WE WERE 
UNABLE TO 
RECOVER 
ANY DATA. 












BUT WE 
CAN'T GO 
BACK HOME 
EMPTY- 
HANDED. 


ANY SPECK OF 
DIRT WE CAN 
GET ON THE 
IMPERIAL SIDE 

WILL DO. 


COMMUN/- 
CATIONS. 











ON TOP OF 


LONG-DISTANCE 
TRAINS 
AREN'T VERY 
COMFORTABLE, 
ARE THEY? 








PRIORITIZED... 
scTHE 
ScHeoULes 
ARE 
SERIOUSLY 
OFF. 













ABOUT ALL 
I SHOULD BE 
DOING IN THIS 
SITUATION IS... 











+ REVIEWING 
DOCUMENTS OR 
SIPPING RAPIDLY 

COOLING COFFEE... 


FOR CONFI- 
waNOT — DENTIALITY 
ONLY ARE PURPOSES 
THE RADIOS 
JAMMED, BUT 
I CAN'T EVEN 
LEAVE THE 
FIRST-CLASS 
CARS. 














«THE FOOD 
IS RELATIVELY 
DECENT, SINCE 
IT'S PROVIDED 
BY THE TRAIN. 





I DON'T THINK 


A MEAT DORIA 
COULD MAKE IT 
DOWN MY THROAT 
RIGHT NOW. 


PLUTTING 
BEEF STEW 
ON THE MENU 
/S RATHER 
TONE-DEAF, 
THOUGH. 


+ BUT 
HAVEN'T 
I SEEN AN 
AWFUL LOT 
ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD 
I JUST 
CAME FROM? 





ws WHERE ALL 
A COLINTRY'S: 
CITIZENS HAVE 

BEEN DECLARED 
COMBATANTS... 


FURROWING. 
DECISION:TO) 
A'SENSITIVE | 


HOW. 
HEARTLESS. 
DOES AN HQ 
HAVE TO BE 


70 APPROVE 


FOR INSTANCE, 
THE ASSERTION 
THAT IN A TOTAL 
WAR OR UNNERSAL 
CONSCRIPTION 
SCENARIO... 


WHAT A 
LUDICROUS © 
PROPOSAL. 

















IF THEY WERE AT 
LEAST USING THEM 
CLEVERLY, THERE 
MIGHT BE ROOM 


FOR ARGLIMENT... 


BUT IT 
WAS AN 
ORDER, SO 
I HAD NO 
CHOICE, 








CONSIDERING 
THE COST AND 


TIME IT TAKES 


+ WE CAN'T TO CULTVATE 
HAVE THEM 

DROPPING DEAD 

ALL OVER THE 

BATTLEFIELD. 


BUT IF WE 


NEGLECT 
SCIENCE, 
WE'LL FAL! 
BEHIND TH 


ENEMY'S NEW 


WEAPONS A! 


TECHNOLOGY. 





+ THE 
ENEMY HAD 
RADAR AND 

VT FUSES 
AND WE 
DION'T. 








L 
Ee 


IND 





HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN 
DEALING WITH 
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF, 
SAY... 








HONESTLY, 

I WANT 70 
ASK THEM HOW 
MUCH HUMAN 
CAPITAL THEY'RE 
PLANNING TO 
INVEST IN THIS. 


THAT 
“--THERE REMINDS 
WAS THAT "me... 
PHD—A 
SCIENTIST — 
WHO GOT 
STATIONED 
ON THE 
FRONT 
LINES. 


HENRY MOSELEY 
(November 23, 1887-August 10, 1915) 


An English physicist. 

Though he left behind numerous contributions, such as 
beginning research on atomic numbers, he volunteered for the 
army in World War I, got the superior contents of his skull 
dashed across the Gallipoli Peninsula, and missed out on 
receiving the Nobel Prize. 





I WONDER 
WHAT THE 
IMPERIAL 


























TECH TREE 
18 LOOKING 
4 LIKE. 


























PLAYING 
FOR THE 
WRONG 


MANHATTAN PROJECT 
(October 1942) 

Spurred by fear of Germany developing 

an atomic bomb during WWII, the USA, 

the UK, and Canada ordered a general 
mobilization of their scientists and technicians 
and pried open Pandora’s box. One can only 
pray the lid will be gently closed. 


sul THEY'RE 
IMPLEMENTING 


THE MANHATTAN fs 


PROJECT AND 


OUR SCIENTISTS 


























+ JUST GIVE THEM 


PENS INSTEAD 
OF GUNS AND 
THEY CAN CREATE 
IMMEASURABLE 
MILITARY POWERI! 


ARE DYING ON 
THE FRONT 
LINES... 


SCIENTISTS 
SHOULD BE 
TREATED AS 
NATIONAL 
TREASURES, 


EVEN IF GUYS 
LUKE NOBEL AND 
EINSTEIN ARE 
WORTHLESS AS 
SOLDIERS... 








WOULD BE 
R 


BETTE! 


GUARDIANS 


BUT THIS 
DOESNT 60 
FOR ANYONE 

STARK 
RAVING zip g 
NUTCASE!!! 













AS 
= AFORMAL | ve ALL I CAN 
OPINION TO 020 1§ REWRITE 
TURN IN, THESE NOTES... 








‘... THOUGH ‘THUS, FOR 
IT APPEARS 
‘DT BELIEVE A HIGH-RISK < 
SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVOR 
RESEARCH AND AT FIRST 
INVESTIGATION GLANCE... 
COULD HOLD 
THE KEY TOA 
PROSPEROUS 
FUTURE FOR 
THE EMPIRE.” 




















The Day Before Yesterday 
The Rhine Lines, 
Imperial Army Rear Garrison 


Fi 


203" Aerial Mage Battalion 
Borrowed Garrison Building 








gua 
ba eS 


oN 


(| i 
SUMMONED i 
70 THE 


TH 
IMPERIAL 
CAPITALI!? 

















18 THIS HER 
FIRST LONG 
SOLO TRIP? 


MAYBE SHE 
WANTS ME TO 
GO WITH HER? 1 


I'M ACTUALLY 
PRETTY 
ANXIOUS, 


























wud HATE THE 
THOUGHT, BUT.» 
SOME SORT OF 

DISCIPLINARY 


BUT 
AN ORDER'S 
AN ORDER, 




















YOU'LL BE 

| COMMANDER- 
WE'VE BEEN | wD IMAGINE LESS, BUT... 
GIVEN LEAVE. » —— | + HQ GAVE THE 

BATTALION 

INSTRUCTIONS, 
IM 
TERRIBLY 
ENVIOUS, 





LIEUTENANT 
WE/SSI! 


| LooKs = F , : 
LIKE YOU'RE 7 
RECOVERING IF PEOPLE I'M FINE WITH 


WELL FROM | S7AY CLOSE THIS VACATION 
ENOUGH THAT 4S LONG AS YOU 
YOUCAN KEEP DON'T LET THE 
TABS ON THEM, BATTALION GO 
<2 











700 CRAZY. 























= 
| 


SOAuL THINGS |’ 8Ur THIS 
CONSIDERED, DOESN'T GO 
THE MOST nope. pow’ PEBYAPS | SHOULD OVER Welt WITH 
ro o01s pena a AddomPany vou iat LADIES Att 
PAT YOU ‘comForT An ON YOUR "TRIP? THs BROTHEL. 


ON THE 
HEAD AND FROM ME. 


CALL YOU 
THEN GOOD 


SLL APPLY 
MYSELF TO 
KEEPING THE 
BATTALION 
IN LINE. 





LIKED FOR US 
ALL 0 HAVE 
YEAH, ABARBECUE 
WE SHOULD TOGETHER, 
PROBABLY BUT AFTER 
FIGURE OUT — THAT 
SOMETHING OPERATION... 
YOU SEEM 
DISAPPOINTED, 


LES WHILE 
ERADICATING 
ENEMY MAGES. 


IT SHOULD BE 
EASY T0 SEE 
THAT I HAVE MY 
SUBORDINATES 
WELL UNDER 


LIEUTENANT \ _ SH- THEN 
SEREBRYAKOV, sid 
YOU DON'T HALL | 
ACCOMPANY 
NN 


HALE 70 60 
DIRTY JOKES LONG WITH 


FROM A MAN Ng 
prove wes “apewa” 
HEALTHY, =" SOKE, 


SOMETHING THAT 
WOULD WARRANT 
BEING CALLED IN? 


wud RECENMED 
ANUMBER OF 
AWARDS, IF ONLY 
SIMPLE FIELD 
MEDALS, FOR 
DISTINGLISHED 
SERVICE, 





I CAN SAY 
| THAT WITH 
f\ CONFIDENCE, 


I TAKE PRIDE 
IN OUR HUMANE 
RESPONSE. 


FOR ABUSE OF 
PRISONERS, 


DUE TO THE 

: TEMPERAMENT 

Ghz OF MY UNIT, WE 
erat RARELY HAVE 
PRISONERS... 


THE AMATEURS 
WHO TAKE MORE 
PRISONERS THAN 
tight NECESSARY AND 
WE DON'T THEN TEAR THEIR 
TAKE ON ANY HAIR OUT OVER 
MORE THAN OLR : "HOW 10 FEED 
FORTY-EIGHT EVERYONE... 
PEOPLE CAN 
HANDLE. ( 


iS 
EXTREMELY CLOSELY I HAVE AN 
TWAT TO INTERNATIONAL 2 oS 
MAKES THINGS LAWS AND DEVOTES 


NICE AND 


Y IDEAL UNIT 
THEMSELVES TO 


THAT 80M... 
Cay} 
EASY—THEY — THEIR MISSIONS. 


DON'T GIVE 
ME MUCH 
TROUBLE, 


























ETIQUETTE 


REQUIRES 
THAT... 


TIED-BACK 
HAIR, BUT... 





HE'LL 
PROBABLY BE 
A LIEUTENANT 

COLONEL 
SOON. 


Ab, I'M SO 
JEALOUSII! 


I'VE BEEN 
CLIMBING THE 
LADDER RATHER 
QUICKLY MYSELF, 
BUT HE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN 
MADE A MAJOR 
WHEN I GOT 
MY CAPTAIN'S 
COMM/SSION. 


MAJOR UGER 1S 
A CLASSMATE 
FROM WAR 
COLLEGE WHO 
HAS BEEN 
RAPIDLY RISING 
THROUGH THE 
RANKS, AND IT 
SEEMS HE'S 
TAKEN A SHINE 


BEST OF ALL, 
AFTER YOU 
SERVE IN 
LOGISTICS, YOU 
USUALLY... 


EITHER IN 
THE GENERAL 
STAFF OR 
INSTRUCTING 
AT THE WAR 
COLLEGE!! 


SS). 


DAI, 


LINESII!! 












OH, 


THere's HERE. 
STILL 








IT's 
COFFEE AND 
CHOCOLATE. 







CAPITAL. 


I TRIED ALL 
SORTS OF 
METHODS 

OF SENDING 

























HA-HA-HA. 
Ip exPscr 























: NOHING DID ANY _SOME TO 
LESS FROM. ARRive? THE FRONT. BREW SOME 
WHITE me FOR ME 
SILVER'S 
SUBORDI. REPORTS 
NAMES. Too«w 


IT's 
THANKS 
TO THE 
TIRELESS 
EFFORTS OF 
A RELIABLE Logistics 
FRONTLINE eeser THAT THE 
COMMANDER, THANK YOU FRONT 
ENOUGH. LINES ARE 
IM HOLDING. 
EMBARRASSED 


THAT I ONCE 
RECOMMENDED 
SHE QUIT THE 
MILITARY. 









I HEARD 
ABOUT 
ARENE. 











SOUNDS 
LIKE IT 
WAS 











I'M AFRAID 
MILITARY 
SECRETS ARE 
TODAY, I'M INVOLVED, 
BASICALLY ON : +GIVE SO T CAN'T... 
AN ERRAND . 
FOR GENERAL 
VON ZETTOUR. 











Nor 
AT 
VON 
ALL | YOU'RE zeTTOUR? 
REALLY 
Lepper GETTING 
WANTED ‘tO RUN 
See YOU AROLIND. 
ABOUT : 
THE SAME 
THING. 


For 
GENERAL 














NOW... 












+ THE ARMY'S: 
RAILROAD 
DEPARTMENT IS. 
BEING ASKED TO 
PLAN URGENT 
WAR-ZONE 
TRANSPORTATION. 





| tTHat's my 
REPORT. 









MEAN TO BE 
RUDE, BUT 
IF ANYTHING, [ DON'T SEE 
WOULDN'T I BE Wyat THAT 
ONE OF THE FIELD yas To Do 
OFFICERS BEING ‘“WitH Me. 
TRANSPORTED? 


THE RAILROAD 
DEPARTMENT 
PERFORMS 
A CRITICAL 
s WHERE ROLE IN THE 
WE USE EMPIRE... 


FORCES CAN'T 
GET WHERE 


THEY NEED TO 
BE EFFICIENTLY, 
AND WE CAN'T 
CONCENTRATE 
OUR FIGHTING 


INTERIOR 
LINES 


S srRarecy. 





A DEPARTMENT 


THAT 
ss PROBABLY 
cers ascen ro = PORTANT... 
PLAN URGENT 
WAR-ZONE 
TRANSPORTATION 
PAIRLY OFTEN. 















A BATTALION 
COMMANDER— 
NOTHING MORE 

THAN A TACTICAL 

COMPONENT. 


MATTER OF 
STRATEGIC 
WAR-ZONE 
TRANSPOR- 
1 WHAT DOES TATION... 
THE GENERAL | 
STAFF EXPECT 
OUT OF ME, OF 


ALL PEOPLE? 





: 
LISTEN ) ap, 


44) 





FROM THE 
FRONT LINE 


/RON T0 HOLD 
EVER SINCE 
WAR BROKE 


OUT WITH THE 
REPUBLIC? 


IS THERE 
SOME KIND 
OF MASSIVE 
PROBLEM IN 
THE REAR? 


WE'VE 
BEEN PUSHING 
THEM BACK, 
ALBEIT SLOWLY. 
WHY WOULD WE 
PULL OUT NOW? 


YOU MEAN 
We'll 


THE SITUATION 

1S ROUGH, BUT 

THE EMPIRE /S 
GAINING THE 
ADVANTAGE. 





SO THAT'S 


a | \gf UP TO, 
HANNIBAL'S ! Fe, CENERAL VON 
CANNAE!I? IN YRS AB ZETTOURIIP © 





THE BATTLE OF CANNAE 
(August 2, 216 BG) 

A battle fought during the Second 
Punic War. Hannibal led the army 

of Carthage to envelop and annihilate 
the Romans, who outnumbered them. 
Twas the dawn of the art of war. 


| ZS -_ ( i 
Ber 








selN THE JOINT 
MEETING OF 
THE SERVICE 
CORPS AND 


OPERATIONS. 


“SD THINK 
WE 


SHOULD 
‘OUR MODIFY... 


“..eTHOROUGH 
BLOODLETTING 
AND... 












I GUESS 
I'M LOSING 


ADHERE,TO 
. \ATHE RULE THAT) 
Se ‘SAYS. NOT.TO 
S/N AN, LAMENT. THE 


UNPROFITABLE xe MONEY, YOU. 
ENTERPRISE BUT, ‘INVESTED. 













CONCORDE 
(First flight in March 1969; all craft retired in 2003) © 


The passenger jet development battle gave birth to a terrifying of 





monster that would go down in commercial flight history. 
After years of progress in aviation engineering produced a supersonic 
airliner that could fly at twice the speed of sound, like a mighty 
dinosaur evolving from puny reptiles, it struggled to be worth 

the cost and ended up going the same way the dinosaurs did. 


Ger 


















sHE DOESN'T 
WANT TO _ 
KEEP FEEDING { 


= 
SOLDIERS TO ey = 
7 S 
\) 


IN OTHER 
WORDS... 


THE GRINDER 
ANY LONGER. 


ay 
aN 
¥ \ 


I'M IMPRESSED 
BY GENERAL VON }} 
ZETTOUR'S WISE 

PERSPECTIVE. 


I COULD 
KISS THAT 
BEARD OF 

HISIT! 


INSIGHTFUL OR 
CONTEMPLATIVE 
HE MAY BE, 

ZT STILL CAN'T 

BELIEVE HE f: 
CHANNELED MY. 
GRUMBLINGS ~ 


MY TIME 
ON THE 
FRONT 
LINES... 

+ APPEARS TO 

HAVE RUSTED 

MY ECONOMIC, 

RATIONAL. 
SENSIBILITIES. 


LS ®  WONESTLY, 


. 
Ge 


WAY TO GO!!! 


HE MANAGED 
70 SHIFT THE 
GENERAL 
STAFFIN! 


I NEVER, 





DD 
YOU LAY 
A TRAP FOR 
THIS FAITHFUL 
BELIEVER IN 
me oes 
TIONAL 
as SPIRIT? 
700 
CLOSE! 


ESCAPE THIS 
CRUCIBLE OF 
MADNESS AND 
WASTE AS FAST 

AS I CAN. 


WITHOUT 
THIS EFFORT 


+I WOULD HAVE 
BEEN GROUND 
INTO NOTHING 
ON THE RHINE 
LINES SOONER 





THAT I HAVE TO 
STAY CONSCIOUS OF 
THE CONTEXT—I'M 
IN THIS WAR-TORN 
WORLD HE WAS 
BLABEING ABOLIT. 











"THAT MESS 
IN ARENE 
DESTROYED 
OUR SUPPLY 
LINES. 





7 “WE CAN'T 
erik) MAINTAIN 
poet . 

pektorming ON SHEPLY Rep 

A STRATEGIC SPORT... 

WITHDRAWAL 

AND MOVING 

THE LINES 
BACK.” 





THE 
REPUBLICAN 
ARMY ISN'T 

TOTALLY 
INEPT. 


AND THE 
COMMON... 


I DON'T 
+-TO STOP vane 


THE TRUTH 
FROM 
LEAKING... 












WE'LL BE THE 
ONES WAGING 
INFORMATION 
WARFARE. 





ISN'T THAT 
ABIT OFA 
STRETCH? 


NATION 


++» SNOOPING 
AROUND 
LIKE A RAT. 








THERE 



















APPARENTLY, ARE SOME 
SHARP EARS 
THEY HAVE AN 
A IN IMPERIAL 
OR OMe INTELLIGENCE. 
THIRD NATION IS : 


LISTENING. 


WE'LL GO 
THROUGH 
THE OTHER 
COUNTRY... 


1.TO SPREAD 
PROPAGANDA TO 
THE FRANGOIS 
REPUBLIC. 


“AND 4 
PRACTICALLY g CITIZENS 
DESTROYED | OF ARENE 
THE IMPERIAL RESISTED... 
ARMY'S 


RAILROAD"... 
YOU 





aS 
ie” 
rf 


“YOU WOULD WASTE 
THESE HARD- 


FOUGHT GAINS?” 
THAT WILL BE THE 
SHAPE PUBLIC 
OPINION TAKES. 


ADVANCING — 
I HAVE NO 
DOUBT. 





rm & 


GENUINELY 
IMPRESSED, 


“DEALT A 
CRITICAL BLOW 
TO IMPERIAL 
SUPPLY LINES 
THROUGH 
THEIR VALIANT 
EFFORTS. 


THE TONE OF 
UISCOURSE 
BEING SHOUTED 
THROUGH THE 
REPUBLIC... 


+ LEVELHEADED 
DEBATE WILL BE 
OVERWHELMED 
BY A TORRENT 
OF EMOTION. 





1H Z MEAN WE'LL 
EVEN IF THEY y TAKE AWAY 
DON’T COME TO f ALL THEIR 

\ OPTIONS? 


THE RESCUE, 
WE CAN SIMPLY . 
WHISPER, “THEY 4 Py ) \n'f 

ABANDONED y 

THEM.” IT'S GOOD 

PROPAGANDA 

EITHER WAY. 





<\ : <| MARVELOUS 
TM — : x IDEA. 
SURPRISED s 
HE THOUGHT 

OF IT. 













HARD FOR 
THE REPUBLIC 


OF COURSE, 70 SUPPRESS 


WE COLILD END 
YP WITH THE 
SAME ISSUE IN 
THE EMPIRE... 















|E 
REPUBLIC'S 
ADMINISTRA- 
1GETTING TION WOULD 
A REPUTATION PROBABLY 
FOR WATCHING HATE... 
RESISTING 



















wiceos THE CIVILIANS DIE 
UNITY OF ITS IN THE MIDDLE 






PEOPLE. OF TOTAL 











+A NATION 
COULD EXPECT ITS 


















PEOPLE TO ACCEPT I'M NO 
ITS LOGIC THAT A IT DOESN'T = PROPAGANDA 
SMALL SACRIFICE SEEM LIKE EXPERT, 
WILL BENEFIT THE THE TYPE OF BUT... 


MAJORITY. SITUATION 


WHERE... 


ALTHOUGH IN Bs 
POL POT'S CASE, ae «ARE THE 
HIS “SMALL 5 SOVIETS OR 
SACRIFICE” WAS i. THEIR ILK, 


ABOUT A THIRD OF 
THE POPLILATION. 

















I DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND 
«RELATES HOW 
TO ME BEING THAT... 
SUMMONED 
BY THE 
GENERAL 
STAFF. 


I THINK IT 
WOULD BE 
BETTER... 


«FOR 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
IF FEWER 
PEOPLE KNOW, 





will i 


@ 


omni 


WELL, SOME 
NATIONS GO 
TO WAR LINDER 
THE PRETEXT 
OF PROTECTING 
THEIR CITIZENS... 


DOES THAT 
HAVE TO DO 


wi DMA 
MERE FIELD 
OFFICER. 


















Sa . 


| 








Wal 


ih ll 





! | 













YOUR 
MISSION WILL 




















ONLY BE | 

A DELAYING — ||| 
' DEFENSE, 
eae BUT IT'LL 
PROBABLY BE ROUGH, 
BEING T/M SURE. 









SUMMONED 
TO DISCUSS 
It 

















MODEST AS 
ALWAYS. 







THAT'S 
CERTAINLY 
NOT HOW 
FRONTLINE 
COMMAND 
THINKS 
OF YOu. 











CALL YOU 
“.UN- “A MODEL 


FLINCHING IMPERIAL 
BEFORE SOLCIER.. 









THEY 
THINK YOU 
CAN HANDLE 
BEING REAR 
GUARD. 





















LOSING 
HALY MY 
‘TROOPS 

WON'T BUY 


eS, I'M 
SURE WE 
INEVER WOULD Be. 


FROM THE 
ACGADEMY'S: 
ORAL EXAM. 


WHAT AN 
ELEGANT WAY 
70 INDIRECTLY 

TELL ME TO 
DROP DEAD. 





TyYOUGYT ? 
V'D HAVE ‘tO 
IMPLEMENT 
A SCENARIO \\S 
\ 







A DELAYING 
DEFENSE WHEN 
we'RE HALF. 
SURROUNDED? 


YOU'D 
BASICALLY 
BE WIPED | | 
OUT. 


SENT TO HEROIC 
DEATHS AS THEY 
GUARDED THE 
REAR IN ARENE 
COME TO MIND, 


110F 
STEPPING 
ONTO. © MEMORIES... 
1 7RAN 
TRACKS... 


YOU'RE 
OVER. 
THINKING 
Iz, MAJOR. 





ON THE 
PERPETUAL 
BATTLEFIELD, 
YOU HAVE TO 
BE PREPARED 
FOR THE 
WORST. 


I'0 LIKE TO 
FLEE OUT THE 
WINDOW OF 
THIS TRAIN 
CAR... 


ARBRE YOU 
WORRIED 
YOUVE BEEN 
CHOSEN AS 
SACRIFICIAL 
PAWNS? 


IT WON'T 
TAKE THAT 
LONG. 


WON'T YOU 
BASICALLY 
BE THE 
LOOKOUT? 





PIRIRIRIRIRIRIRARIy 
<SWECEEEEEEEEET) 


YOU'RE 
...WE Have ‘TF YOU'RE 


GOING 
\ TO BE IN 
TO DELIVER aN 10 | cuaeee 
A BLOW THAT ve rr 

WILL MAKE IT 

IMPOSSIBLE 


EMERGENCY 
‘Dp MOVE, 
/ RIGHT? 
FOR THE 
REPUBLICAN . / : 

FIELD ARMY 
TO RECOVER. 





we THAT 
WILL PUT AN 
UNDESIRABLE 
CRACK IN THE 
EMPIRE'S FATE. 


cat 
a SN 


DOES 


LET'S 
BEAT THE 


REPUBLIC 
+AND : 


END THIS 
FUCKING 
WAR. 


AND 
ESPECIALLY 


MISS SOME 
AND THEY 


iF THey REGROUP... |j 

MANAGE 

TO FLEE 
TO A THIRD 
COUNTRY... 


DO YOU KNOW 
THE SANSKRIT 
ROOT FOR THE 
WORD "WAR"? 





IF WE'RE 
GOING TO 
DO IT, LET'S 
FINISH IT. 














bss 


\2 


US UP, HE 
DEFINITELY 









































Once Again 
The Rhine Lines, 
Imperial Army Rear Garrison 





LIEUTENANT 
SERE- 
BRYAKOV. 











LIEU- 
ONE OF TENANT 
MY OLD GRANTZ. 










YOU DIDN'T 











GO TO THE 
Ceres CITY WITH THE 
REST OF THE 
AeSUNG our BATTALION? 
THEY GOT 
CALLED OUT. 


BRYAKOV! 






Oe } h_j~ 
- phat hk 5 ft 

ffm fps 
IAPS PAIL 


MORE THAN 
A FEW OF OUR 
vs SELECT WE'RE MEMBERS 
NEW MEMBERS SUPPOSED NEED TIME TO 
FROM THE is RECUPERATE 
TRAINING AFTER THE LAST 
PLATOONS... OPERATION. 


WE HAVE HIGH _LIEU- 
EXPECTATIONS TENANT 
OF BOTH YouR WEISS. 
FIGHTING 
SPIRIT AND 
LOYALTY. 
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THAT'S + T'VE BEEN 
PROGRESS, IMPARTING THE MY OWN 
LIEUTENANT. BATTLEFIELD WEAKLING 
ETIQUETTE I 


LEARNED BACK 
IN ARENE. 
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Dy 
EXCITED ee 
TO FINALLY 

BE OF 
SOME USE 


To THE 























DIGGING 
TRENCHES 
FAR BEHIND 
OuR 
POSITION 


THEY HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH 
WHY THE 
GENERAL 
STAFF 


SUMMONED... 










-FARBEYIND TRAINING 
OUR POSITION PLATOONS 
ALL THIS time, WAV Been... 

PRACTICING 
CONSTRUCTING 

MRENCHES. 
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» UNDER 
LIEUTENANT 
WEISS’S 
SUPERVISION... 











THE 
RYINE LINES 




































WHEN 
I WAS IN 
TRAINING 





WERE SO 
THOROUGH P 
ABOUT 
wEYAT Hem... 
In’S YARD 
‘TO IMAGINE 
THEY WERE 
ONLY FOR 
TRAINING. 

















